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PRINCIPLES OF (COMMUNICATIVE)
INTERACTIONS

Agenda

9:00 - 9:30 Registration

9:30 - 9:40 - Welcome remark — Prof. Nino Doborjginidze, vice rec-
tor ISU.

9:40 - 10:00 - Jan Peeters, Ghent University, Director of the Centre for
Innovation in the Early years “Findings of the Study on ECE Quality
in Georgia and recommendations for higher education institutions”

10:00 - 10:10 - discussion
10:10 - 12:00 - 1%t Session:

Introduction, lecture, activity and discussion lead by Prof. Sima Gerber
- Using Models of Typical Development to Understand the Challenges
of Children on the Autism Spectrum: Focus on Language Develop-
ment and Intervention.

Discussion participants: Sima Gerber, Rachel Yifat, Sara Zadunaisky-
Ehrlich

12:00 - 12:30 - Coffee break
12:30 - 14:00 - 2™ Session:

Lecture, activity and discussion lead by Prof. Rachel Yifat, Sara Zadu-
naisky-Ehrlich Ph.D - Emergent literacy in young children: Shared
reading as a space for the development of dialogue and literacy skills.

Discussion participants: Rachel Yifat, Sara Zadunaisky-Ehrlich, Sima
Gerber.

14:00 - 15:00 — Lunch
15:00 - 16:20 — 34 Session:

Panel presentations and discussion lead by Prof. Tamar Gagoshidze.



Thilisi State University

I. Dogadze Neuropsychological and linguistic patterns of expressive
language in children with speech and language disorder.

T. Gagoshidze Diagnostic issues of language and communication dis-
order and autistic spectrum disorder.

Ilia State University

Nino Tsintsadze, Irine Lobzhanidze Interdisciplinary approach in pro-
vision of SLT profession in Georgia

Discussion participants: Tamar Gagoshidze, Shorena Mamukadze,
Irine Dogadze, Tinatin Tchintcharauli, Irine Lobzhanidze, Nino
Tsintsadze

16:20 - 16:30 - Closing remarks.
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Sima Gerber

Sima Gerber, Ph.D, CCC is a Professor of Speech-Language Pa-
thology in the Department of Linguistics and Communication Dis-
orders of Queens College, City University of New York. She has been
a speech-language pathologist for over 40 years, specializing in the
treatment of children with autism spectrum disorders and other de-
velopmental challenges.

Dr. Gerber is on the faculty of Profectum Academy and the
Advisory Board of the New York Zero-to-Three Network. She has
presented nationally and abroad (China, Italy, the Netherlands, South
Africa, Israel) on language acquisition and developmental approaches to
assessment and intervention for children on the autism spectrum. Most
recently, she edited an issue of Topics in Language Disorders (2017),
titled, The Power of Play and Its Role in Developmental Integration.

Dr. Gerber is a Fellow of the American Speech-Language-Hearing
Association.



Using Models of Typical Development to Understand the
Challenges of Children on the Autism Spectrum: Focus on
Language Development and Intervention

The origins of the ability to comprehend and produce language
are found in the early interactions between the caregiver and the
child. In this presentation, the key ingredients that contribute to the
eventual ability to understand and produce linguistic symbols will
be explained and illustrated. In particular, the importance of the
foundations of communication and language, such as engagement,
intentionality, and shared meanings, will be discussed relative to the
typical challenges experienced by children on the autism spectrum.

Models and stages of child development and language
development will be introduced in order to frame contemporary views
of intervention for children with developmental challenges. Videos of
language intervention will be shown and analyzed with the audience.
Finally, the participants will have an opportunity to ‘practice’ using
the information presented to develop communication and language
goals for children at varying levels of development.



36hma. Mgohgm 00xs80

36Oma. Mgohgm 00850 ool Jo-
oxolb  Mboggbodg®ol 3m3nbogsio-
meo dg9(3609690930Ls s MM39g39-
3oL ©9350853gbGol  sbmiotgdmemo
3hmxzgbmto.

2014-2017 §emgdBo ogm 53539 ©9-
356539680l matmbo.

dobo  Lodgsbogem  0b&gcglol
Lxgems 3m3nbogsool wobgy®dbymo

Sbomodo, 9xcmHmbgdol Hgxmgdbaéo
35dmmddgdo s obgmmbanmo LEGMsGga09do gbol othmzggzol
3gmbg 3538398056 Lomdeobobl, sbgag, 39MEgd3&nmo 3mb@gdLu-
&ob Hmmo 3mINbozoosdo. dobo dmemm Lsdgibogem 39dmo-
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3dg9gomos: Journal of Experimental Child Psychology 142 118-
136. 2016.
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Prof. Rachel Yifat

Prof. Rachel Yifat, Ph.D, is a senior lecturer in the Department
of Speech-Language and Communication Disorders in Haifa Univer-
sity, Israel.

Her field of interests are discourse analyze of interactions, reflexive
expressions as discourse strategies in teachers’ talk, role for perceptual
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context for children with specific language impairment. Her recent
publication is about Perceptual context and individual difference in
the language proficiency of preschool children, published in Journal
of Experimental Child Psychology 142 118-136. 2016.

She participates in different research projects -Anchoring,
language and literacy in the preschool years for Israeli Science
Foundation is among them.

Rachel has been working over the last 30 years as teacher and
clinical supervisor in area of communication development in children
with special needs. In 2014-2017 she was head of department of
communication science and disorders at University of Haifa.
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Sara Zadunaisky Ehrlich

Sara Zadunaisky Ehrlich, Ph.D, is a senior lecturer in Beit Berl
Academic college and lecturer in the Department of Speech-Language
and Communication Disorders in Haifa University, Israel.

Her field of interests are peer talk, adult-child interactions, and
literacy development. Sara participated in the development and
training teams of a national intervention program for developing
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language and communication among hearing impaired children,
which served as a prototype language program for children in special
education.

Her current research project is about predictors of written
expository texts in elementary school children.

Sarahasbeen working over thelast 20 years in literacy intervention
and literacy development in children with special needs, focusing on
collaboration between speech language clinicians and educators.
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Rachel Yifat, Sara Zadunaisky-Ehrlich, Emergent literacy in
young children: Shared reading as a space for the development of
dialogue and literacy skills

Children who grow up and participate in literate societies show
interest in the written marks and texts with which they interact,
pretending to act as readers or playing with the written language by
inventing their own writings. This phenomenon, known as Emergent
Literacy begins long before children are formally taught to write or
read, and is regarded as the foundation upon which children's linguistic
literacy abilities are built. This presentation focuses on shared book
reading, which has been regarded as an important activity to promote
emergent children's literacy skills during preschool years. Shared
book reading will be addressed through the analysis of repeated
and dialogic book reading activities that illustrate how principles of
language and communication are manifested in these reading acts. In
addition, we will analyze different texts in children's storybooks and
discuss ways of interacting with these texts. In this way we aim to gain
a better understanding of the important role of preschool teachers and
speech-language clinicians fulfill in providing powerful settings for
facilitating linguistic growth and emergent literacy knowledge.
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Irina Lobzhanidze

Irina Lobzhanidze, Ph.D, Associated Professor of linguistics at
Ilia State University. Currently her main research interests focus on
natural language processing and application of computer systems to
thelanguages with rich morphology like Georgian. She was working on
the computational model of Modern Georgian language implemented
as a finite-state transducer (Xerox Calculus, especially, xfst and lexc)
within the framework of project AR/320/4-105/11 financed by the
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Shota Rustaveli National Science Foundation. Providing annotation
to the Corpus of Modern Georgian Language (available at http://
corpora.iliauni.edu.ge/) by means of Morphological analyser, She paid
special attention to the fact of borrowings from Russian into Georgian
and the language

changes caused by Soviet ideology at the different levels. Past
research investigated the morphosyntactic features of Georgian Idioms
and degree of their "frozeness". Also, she participated in the project
aiming at compiling an online dictionary of idioms for Georgian -
Modern Greek and Modern - Greek Georgian.

Language Acquisition and Computational Linguistics

A lot of investigations implemented abroad provided studies
of European languages from different perspectives including
pure experiments, compilation of learner corpora with different
kind of annotation schemata and development of digital learning
environments. All these perspectives integrated computational
methods into the research of learning mechanisms and it became
clear that researches in the field of language acquisition are closely
connected to computational linguistics. At the same time, Georgian
language has not been thoroughly studied from these perspectives.

The Modern Georgian language belongs to morphologically
rich languages. Descriptions of Georgian morphological structure
emphasize large number of inflectional categories; the large
number of elements that verb or noun paradigms can contain; the
interdependence in the occurrence of various elements and the large
number of regular, semi-regular and irregular patterns. It means
that the morphologically rich nature of Georgian expresses different
levels of information at the word level and affects a compilation of
dictionaries, development of annotation schemata and, generally,
use of computational approaches in the researches associated with
language acquisition.

Present talk focuses on the implemented and ongoing projects
of the Institute of Linguistic Research is subdivided into two parts:
a) projects already implemented as the morphological analyzer of
Modern Georgian Language (Project No AR/320/4-105/11) and the
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On-line Dictionary of Idioms (Projects No Y-04-10, No LE/17/1-
30/13) and b) ongoing projects, especially, those dedicated to the
phonetic analysis of prosodic words in children’s word production.
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Nino Tsintsadze

Nino Tsintsadze, Ph.D, Associate Professor in Ilia State
University. Head of ISU Communication, Speech and Language
Therapy Master Program.

She has been working over 12 years in field of early intervention
and inclusive early and preschool education. She is a co-author
of several manuals and textbooks which deals with issues of early
education and early communication.
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Since 2014 until today, she oversees the projects related to the
development and enhancement of communication, speech and
language therapy profession in Georgia.

Inthepanel presentation Nino Tsintsadze will review achievements
and challenges related to the development and enhancement of
the Communication, Language and Speech Therapy profession in
Georgia. She will stress importance of interdisciplinary collaboration
and research in this regard.
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Tamar Gagoshidze

Tamar Gagoshidze, Professor, Dean of the Faculty of Psychology
and Educational Sciences at the I. Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University,
head of Teaching and Research Institute of Cognitive Science and
Neuropsychology at the Department of Psychology. She is a president
of Psychometric and Consultation Association, co- founder of the
Institute of Neurology and Neuropsychology, founder of Tamar
Gagoshidze Neuropsychological Center.

Prof. Tamar Gagoshidze is interested in:

comparative analysis of neuropsychological profiles of speech
and language developmental disorders —

neuropsychological aspects of the reading and math skills
development -

theory of mind -
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relationship between early attachment and cognitive development —

the influence of the child-parent interaction on the language and
communication development —

the influence of the emotional development on the cognitive
development -

neuropsychological aspects of self-control and self-regulation -

Tamar Gagoshidze has supervised 7 Ph.D research students.

Tamar Gagoshidze is actively involved in the society’s education in
such topics as inclusive education, early intervention, facilitating speech
and language development in children, positive parenting and so on.

Diagnostic issues of language and communication disorder
and autistic spectrum disorder

Recently the number of children, whose language and
communication disorder do not fit into any diagnostic category, has
been increased. Such “ambiguous” cases show patterns of speech and
language disorder and autistic spectrum disorder. This is especially
true in case of receptive language disorder.

In the presentation there will be discussed typical and atypical
patterns of speech and language developmental disorder, models
of central auditory processing, social/pragmatic communication
disorder, different phenotypic manifestations of language and
communication disorders and attempt of their differentiation.
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Irine Doghadze

Irine Doghadze, doctoral student of clinical neuropsychology
doctoral program at I.Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University. She is
a neuropsychologist at the Tamar Gagoshidze Neuropsycological
Center.

Her professional practice relates to cognitive, behavioral,
emotional and social-communicative assessment, intervention
planning and individual and group work with children with
developmental disabilities. Also she conducts psycho-education
and consultation of parents, caretakers and teachers in the problem
behavior management, childs skills development, adjustment of
academic environment.

Irina Doghadze’s research interests are:

comparative neuropsychological and linguistic analysis of speech
and -

communication among children with speech and language
developmental disorder and autistic spectrum disorder. analysis of
communicative strategies of children with typical and atypical speech
disorders -

Neuropsychological and linguistic analysis of Expressive
Language Disorder among Georgian speaking children

Language and speech acquisition is the unique attribute defining
the human essence and having impact on many areas of its functioning.
Notably, Language and speech disorder is a heterogeneous group.
In addition to the degree of the disorder, differences may also
be applied to the profile of deficiency symptoms and underlying
mechanism. Naturally, accurate diagnosis is important to ensure the
right intervention. There is a view, that the specific characteristics of
language influence disorder’s symptom profile. there are researches
confirming that different symptom profile for the different languages
is created during the language disorder and depends on the difficulty
and requirements of the language itself.
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The aim of the research was neuropsychological and linguistic
analysis of the language characteristics of Georgian - speaking children
(For children with normally developed language speaking and for
children with Specific Language Impairment). The participants of
the Research were: children with normally developed language (20
children) and Children diagnosed with specific language Impairment
(20 children). The age of the participants were 4-6 years. The initial
processing material was the sound recording of a child’s speech (on
an audio recorder). Later, this recording was converted to the written
speech sample. The final stage was to process the neuropsychological
and linguistic analysis of the speech sample.

Children with normal language development significantly differ
from those with language disorder by the following factors: Articular
(t(38)=-4,65, p<0,001), phonological (t(38)= - 2,48, p<0,05), syntactic
mistakes (t(38)= - 3,67), phrase length rate (t(38)= 3,62, p=0,001),
total number of mistakes (t(38)=- 5,36, p<0,001); In addition, the
group comparison did not show any qualitative differences. Both
groups made similar mistakes, Difference was the quantity of mistakes
they made.

Language disorder symptoms differ for various languages and
depend on those language components, which are specifically difficult
for a particular language. The results obtained can be precisely
explained in the context of Georgian language. Notably, difficult
phonology, syntax and articulation and prospective of producing
complex sentences is characteristic for Georgian language (Main
mistakes related to syntax errors, articulation of sounds, it was hard
for them to produce complex sentences). This is what Georgian
linguists spoke about. Children with expressive language impairment
have typical language, but mastering the language takes a longer time;
Accordingly to Levelts cognitive model of language we can conclude
that for Georgian speaking children the main problems are on the
stage of grammatical encoding, phonological encoding and then on
the stage of articulation.
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Mariam Khvadagiani

Mariam Khvadagiani, doctoral student of clinical
neuropsychology doctoral program at I. Javakhishvili Tbilisi State
University. She is a neuropsychologist at the Tamar Gagoshidze
Neuropsycological Center, invited lecturer at Ilia State University.

Mariam Khvadagiani is interested in: neuropsychological analysis
of language and communication disorders, —

analysis of communication features in case of autism spectrum, —
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analysis of learning strategies of children with hearing loss or
hearing impairment. -

M. Khvadagiani is actively involved in different activities in
relation with inclusive education, teaching children with special
educational needs, early intervention, supporting speech and language
development in children and etc.

29



Bmergbs dodnzodg

Bmergbs d5dy3sdg, 03569 xo3960930-
mob bobgmmdolb mdomobol Lobgmadfo-
3m 96039mLbodg@& oL BLodmmmanols s
a5bsonmgdol dgsbogtgdoms Boznm@a-
&ob sbmEomgdamo 3OHmxzgbmdo, gbo-
Jommaool ©9356m@sdgb&ol 3mabodn-
60 s bgodmabogmmmaools Lobfsgmm-
LodgEbogHm 0bLEGOENEGOL MSbsdFrmg-
mo. 5356 goamdodol bgodmaubogm-
mmaool (39660l wotgd@mco.

Bmegbs 3s3930dol 33mazomo 0b@geagbgdo N393806Mmgds
bgomzbogdmmmansl, 3mabo@u® s gobgometgdol xLodm-
mmaosl o dmoeglh ds3d39d0L, 65630 gbmmagdolls s megol
&3060L 5B056930L 3gmby 3530968930l gbobs s 3g@yzgemg-
3ol 3mabo@neo s bgodmxbogmmmaon®o sb3gd@agdols 3gb-
fogmobl, mog0L &30bol sbosbgdobs s olgybdisool Mobgol
®398390 dymxo 35333980 MBsmmgbo BLodogmMo 3mbdi0gdols
38mg3sl, 3533830l sMgMm 35630056 gdsLs S d35930MM
30mF 939009 Imgdgo Bogd@mMgdol BgbFogmasb. ogo sg@oncowe
303omdl Jotormmgbmgsbo d5383980L 9bobs s 3g@yzgemgdols
Fgboxrgsbgdgmo 0bb@EM3gb@ol B9gdbsdyg.

Shorena Mamukadze

Shorena Mamukadze, Associative Professor at the Faculty of
Psychology and Educational Sciences I. Javakhishvili Tbilisi State
University, staff member of the Teaching and Research Institute
of Cognitive Science and Neuropsychology at the Department of
Psychology, Director of Tamar Gagoshidze Neuropsychological
Center.

Shorena Mamukadze’s research interests focused on
neuropsychology, cognitive and developmental psychology. She
studies cognitive and neuropsychological aspects of speech and
language among children, elderly people and patients with brain
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damage. Also she is interested in studying of cognitive functions of
children who are in the risk-group of brain damage or dysfunction,
factors influencing early development and academic achievement.
At present she focuses on the development of speech and language
assessment instrument for Georgian speaking children.
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